Fishery Conservation and Management

(f) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo. (1) The
trip limit for wahoo in or from the At-
lantic EEZ is 500 1b (227 kg). This trip
limit applies to a vessel that has a Fed-
eral commercial permit for Atlantic
dolphin and wahoo, provided that the
vessel is not operating as a charter ves-
sel or headboat.

(2) The trip limit for a vessel that
does not have a Federal commercial
vessel permit for Atlantic dolphin and
wahoo but has a Federal commercial
vessel permit in any other fishery is 200
1b (91 kg) of dolphin and wahoo, com-
bined, provided that all fishing on and
landings from that trip are north of 39°
N. lat. (A charter vessel/headboat per-
mit is not a commercial vessel permit.)

(g) Gulf deep-water and shallow-water
grouper, combined. For vessels operating
under the quotas in §622.42(a)(1)(ii) or
(a)(1)(iii), the trip limit for Gulf deep-
water and shallow-water grouper com-
bined is 6,000 1b (2,722 kg), gutted
weight. However, when the quotas in
§622.42(a)(1)(ii) or (a)(1)(iii) are reached
and the respective fishery is closed, the
commercial trip limit for the species
subject to the closure is zero. (See
§622.42(a)(1)(ii) and (a)(1)(iii) for the
species included in the deep-water and
shallow-water grouper categories, re-
spectively.)

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996]

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting §622.44, see the List of CFR
Sections Affected, which appears in the
Finding Aids section of the printed volume
and on GPO Access.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 71 FR 55108,
Sept. 21, 2006, §622.44 was amended by revis-
ing paragraphs (c)(2), (¢)(3), (c)(4) and (c)(5),
effective Oct. 23, 2006. For the convenience of
the user, the revised text is set forth as fol-
lows:

§622.44 Commercial trip limits.

* * * * *

(C) * k%

(2) Golden tilefish. (i) Until 75 percent of the
fishing year quota specified in §622.42(e)(2) is
reached—4,000 1b (1,814 kg).

(ii) After 75 percent of the fishing year
quota specified in §622.42(e)(2) is reached—300
1b (136 kg). However, if 75 percent of the fish-
ing year quota has not been taken on or be-
fore September 1, the trip limit will not be
reduced. The Assistant Administrator, by fil-
ing a notification of trip limit change with
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the Office of the Federal Register, will effect
a trip limit change specified in this para-
graph, (c)(2)(ii), when the applicable condi-
tions have been taken.

(iii) See §622.43(a)(5) for the limitations re-
garding golden tilefish after the fishing year
quota is reached.

(3) Snowy grouper. (i) During the 2006 fish-
ing year, until the quota specified in
§622.42(e)(1)(i) is reached—275 1b (125 kg).

(ii) During the 2007 fishing year, until the
quota specified in §622.42(e)(1)(ii) is reached—
175 1b (79 kg).

(iii) During the 2008 and subsequent fishing
years, until the quota specified in
§622.42(e)(1)(iii) is reached—100 1b (45 kg).

(iv) See §622.43(a)(5) for the limitations re-
garding snowy grouper after the fishing year
quota is reached.

(4) Red porgy. (i) From May 1 through De-
cember 31—120 fish.

(ii) From January 1 through April 30, the
seasonal harvest limit specified in
§622.36(b)(5) applies.

(iii) See §622.43(a)(b) for the limitations re-
garding red porgy after the fishing year
quota is reached.

(5) Greater amberjack. Until the fishing year
quota specified in §622.42(e)(3) is reached,
1,000 1b (454 kg). See §622.43(a)(b) for the limi-
tations regarding greater amberjack after
the fishing year quota is reached.
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In addition to restrictions on sale/
purchase related to closures, as speci-
fied in §622.43 (a) and (b), restrictions
on sale and/or purchase apply as fol-
lows.

(a) Caribbean coral reef resource. (1) No
person may sell or purchase a Carib-
bean prohibited coral harvested in the
Caribbean EEZ.

(2) A Caribbean prohibited coral that
is sold in Puerto Rico or the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands will be presumed to have
been harvested in the Caribbean EEZ,
unless it is accompanied by docu-
mentation showing that it was har-
vested elsewhere. Such documentation
must contain:

(i) The information specified in sub-
part K of part 300 of this title for mark-
ing containers or packages of fish or
wildlife that are imported, exported, or
transported in interstate commerce.

(ii) The name and home port of the
vessel, or the name and address of the
individual, harvesting the Caribbean
prohibited coral.

(iii) The port and date of landing the
Caribbean prohibited coral.

Restrictions on sale/purchase.
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(iv) A statement signed by the person
selling the Caribbean prohibited coral
attesting that, to the best of his or her
knowledge, information, and belief,
such Caribbean prohibited coral was
harvested other than in the Caribbean
EEZ or the waters of Puerto Rico or
the U.S. Virgin Islands.

(b) Caribbean reef fish. A live red hind
or live mutton snapper in or from the
Caribbean EEZ may not be sold or pur-
chased and used in the marine aquar-
ium trade.

(¢) Gulf reef fish. (1) A Gulf reef fish
harvested in the EEZ on board a vessel
that does not have a valid commercial
permit for Gulf reef fish, as required
under §622.4(a)(2)(v), or a Gulf reef fish
possessed under the bag limits speci-
fied in §622.39(b), may not be sold or
purchased.

(2) A Gulf reef fish harvested on
board a vessel that has a valid commer-
cial permit for Gulf reef fish may be
sold only to a dealer who has a valid
permit for Gulf reef fish, as required
under §622.4(a)(4).

(3) A Gulf reef fish harvested in the
EEZ may be purchased by a dealer who
has a valid permit for Gulf reef fish, as
required under §622.4(a)(4), only from a
vessel that has a valid commercial per-
mit for Gulf reef fish.

(4) From February 15 until March 15,
each year, no person may sell or pur-
chase a gag, black grouper, or red
grouper harvested from the Gulf by a
vessel with a valid Federal commercial
permit for Gulf reef fish. This prohibi-
tion on sale/purchase does not apply to
gag, black grouper, or red grouper that
were harvested, landed ashore, and sold
prior to February 15 and were held in
cold storage by a dealer or processor.

(56) From April 22 through May 31,
each year, no person may sell or pur-
chase vermilion snapper harvested
from the Gulf by a vessel with a valid
Federal commercial permit for Gulf
reef fish. This prohibition on sale/pur-
chase does not apply to vermilion snap-
per that were harvested, landed ashore,
and sold prior to April 22 and were held
in cold storage by a dealer or proc-
essor.

(d) South Atlantic snapper-grouper. (1)
A person may sell South Atlantic snap-
per-grouper harvested in the EEZ only
to a dealer who has a valid permit for
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South Atlantic snapper-grouper, as re-
quired under §622.4(a)(4).

(2) A person may purchase South At-
lantic snapper-grouper harvested in the
EEZ only from a vessel that has a valid
commercial permit for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper, as required under
§622.4(a)(2)(vi), or from a person who
has a valid commercial license to sell
fish in the state where the purchase oc-
curs.

(3) Except for the sale or purchase of
South Atlantic snapper-grouper har-
vested by a vessel that has a valid com-
mercial permit for South Atlantic
snapper-grouper, the sale or purchase
of such fish is limited to the bag limits
specified in §622.39(d)(1).

(4) A warsaw grouper or speckled
hind in or from the South Atlantic
EEZ may not be sold or purchased.

(5) During January, February, March,
and April, no person may sell or pur-
chase a red porgy harvested from the
South Atlantic EEZ or, if harvested by
a vessel for which a valid Federal com-
mercial or charter vessel/headboat per-
mit for South Atlantic snapper-grouper
has been issued, harvested from the
South Atlantic. The prohibition on
sale/purchase during January through
April does not apply to red porgy that
were harvested, landed ashore, and sold
prior to January 1 and were held in
cold storage by a dealer or processor.
This prohibition also does not apply to
a dealer’s purchase or sale of red porgy
harvested from an area other than the
South Atlantic, provided such fish is
accompanied by documentation of har-
vest outside the South Atlantic. Such
documentation must contain:

(i) The information specified in 50
CFR part 300 subpart K for marking
containers or packages of fish or wild-
life that are imported, exported, or
transported in interstate commerce;

(ii) The official number, name, and
home port of the vessel harvesting the
red porgy;

(iii) The port and date of offloading
from the vessel harvesting the red
porgy; and

(iv) A statement signed by the dealer
attesting that the red porgy was har-
vested from an area other than the
South Atlantic.
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(6) During April, no person may sell
or purchase a greater amberjack har-
vested from the South Atlantic EEZ or,
if harvested by a vessel for which a
valid Federal commercial or charter
vessel/headboat permit for South At-
lantic snapper-grouper has been issued,
harvested from the South Atlantic.
The prohibition on sale/purchase dur-
ing April does not apply to greater
amberjack that were harvested, landed
ashore, and sold prior to April 1 and
were held in cold storage by a dealer or
processor. This prohibition also does
not apply to a dealer’s purchase or sale
of greater amberjack harvested from
an area other than the South Atlantic,
provided such fish is accompanied by
documentation of harvest outside the
South Atlantic. Such documentation
must contain:

(i) The information specified in 50
CFR part 300 subpart K for marking
containers or packages of fish or wild-
life that are imported, exported, or
transported in interstate commerce;

(ii) The official number, name, and
home port of the vessel harvesting the
greater amberjack;

(iii) The port and date of offloading
from the vessel harvesting the greater
amberjack; and

(iv) A statement signed by the dealer
attesting that the greater amberjack
was harvested from an area other than
the South Atlantic.

(7) During March and April, no per-
son may sell or purchase a gag or black
grouper harvested from the South At-
lantic EEZ or, if harvested by a vessel
for which a valid Federal commercial
or charter vessel/headboat permit for
South Atlantic snapper-grouper has
been issued, harvested from the South
Atlantic. The prohibition on sale/pur-
chase during March and April does not
apply to gag or black grouper that
were harvested, landed ashore, and sold
prior to March 1 and were held in cold
storage by a dealer or processor. This
prohibition also does not apply to a
dealer’s purchase or sale of gag or
black grouper harvested from an area
other than the South Atlantic, pro-
vided such fish is accompanied by docu-
mentation of harvest outside the South
Atlantic. Such documentation must
contain:
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(i) The information specified in 50
CFR part 300 subpart K for marking
containers or packages of fish or wild-
life that are imported, exported, or
transported in interstate commerce;

(ii) The official number, name, and
home port of the vessel harvesting the
gag or black grouper;

(iii) The port and date of offloading
from the vessel harvesting the gag or
black grouper; and

(iv) A statement signed by the dealer
attesting that the gag or black grouper
was harvested from an area other than
the South Atlantic.

(e) Gulf and South Atlantic wild live
rock. Wild live rock in or from the Gulf
EEZ or South Atlantic EEZ may not be
sold or purchased. The prohibition on
sale or purchase does not apply to wild
live rock from the South Atlantic EEZ
that was harvested and landed prior to
January 1, 1996, or to wild live rock
from the Gulf EEZ that was harvested
and landed prior to January 1, 1997.

(f) South Atlantic golden crab. (1) A fe-
male golden crab in or from the South
Atlantic EEZ may not be sold or pur-
chased.

(2) A golden crab harvested in the
South Atlantic EEZ on board a vessel
that does not have a valid commercial
permit for golden crab, as required
under §622.4(a)(2)(x), may not be sold or
purchased.

(3) A golden crab harvested on board
a vessel that has a valid commercial
permit for golden crab may be sold
only to a dealer who has a valid permit
for golden crab, as required under
§622.4(a)(4).

(4) A golden crab harvested in the
South Atlantic EEZ may be purchased
by a dealer who has a valid permit for
golden crab, as required under
§622.4(a)(4), only from a vessel that has
a valid commercial permit for golden
crab.

(g) South Atlantic rock shrimp. (1)
Rock shrimp harvested in the South
Atlantic EEZ on board a vessel that
does not have a valid commercial per-
mit for rock shrimp, as required under
§622.4(a)(2)(viii), may not be trans-
ferred, received, sold, or purchased.

(2) Rock shrimp harvested on board a
vessel that has a valid commercial per-
mit for rock shrimp may be transferred
or sold only to a dealer who has a valid
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permit for rock shrimp,
under §622.4(a)(4).

(3) Rock shrimp harvested in the
South Atlantic EEZ may be received or
purchased by a dealer who has a valid
permit for rock shrimp, as required
under §622.4(a)(4), only from a vessel
that has a valid commercial permit for
rock shrimp.

(h) Cut-off (damaged) king or Spanish
mackerel. A person may not sell or pur-
chase a cut-off (damaged) Kking or
Spanish mackerel that does not comply
with the minimum size limits specified
in §622.37(c)(2) or (c)(3), respectively, or
that is in excess of the trip limits spec-
ified in §622.44(a) or (b), respectively.

(i) Atlantic dolphin and wahoo. (1) A
person may sell dolphin or wahoo har-
vested in the Atlantic EEZ only if it is
harvested by a vessel that has a com-
mercial permit for Atlantic dolphin
and wahoo, as required under
§622.4(a)(2)(xii)(A), or by a vessel au-
thorized a 200-1b (91-kg) trip limit for
dolphin or wahoo, as specified in
§622.44(f)(2), and only to a dealer who
has a permit for Atlantic dolphin or
wahoo, as required under §622.4(a)(4).

(2) In addition to the provisions of
paragraph (i)(1) of this section, a per-
son may not sell dolphin in excess of
the bag limit or any wahoo harvested
in the Atlantic EEZ by a vessel while it
was operating as a charter vessel or
headboat.

(3) Dolphin or wahoo harvested in the
Atlantic EEZ may be purchased only
by a dealer who has a permit for Atlan-
tic dolphin and wahoo and only from a
vessel authorized to sell dolphin or
wahoo under paragraph (i)(1) or (i)(2) of
this section.

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 43960, Aug. 27, 1996; 61 FR 47449, Sept. 9,
1996; 63 FR 10569, Mar. 4, 1998; 63 FR 57590,
Oct. 28, 1998; 64 FR 3629, Jan. 25, 1999; 64 FR
59126, Nov. 2, 1999; 65 FR 16341, Mar. 28, 2000;
65 FR 31831, May 19, 2000; 656 FR 51253, Aug. 23,
2000; 69 FR 30242, May 27, 2004; 70 FR 33389,
June 8, 2005]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 71 FR 55108,
Sept. 21, 2006, §622.45 paragraph (d)(8) was
added, effective Oct. 23, 2006. For the conven-
ience of the user, the added text is set forth
as follows:

as required

§622.45 Restrictions on sale/purchase.

* * * * *
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(@) * * *

(8) No person may sell or purchase a snowy
grouper, golden tilefish, greater amberjack,
vermilion snapper, black sea bass, or red
porgy harvested from or possessed in the
South Atlantic by a vessel for which a valid
Federal commercial or charter vessel/
headboat permit for South Atlantic snapper-
grouper has been issued for the remainder of
the fishing year after the applicable com-
mercial quota for that species specified in
§622.42(e) has been reached. The prohibition
on sale/purchase during these periods does
not apply to such of the applicable species
that were harvested, landed ashore, and sold
prior to the applicable commercial quota
being reached and were held in cold storage
by a dealer or processor.

* * * * *

§622.46 Prevention of gear conflicts.

(a) No person may knowingly place in
the Gulf EEZ any article, including
fishing gear, that interferes with fish-
ing or obstructs or damages fishing
gear or the fishing vessel of another; or
knowingly use fishing gear in such a
fashion that it obstructs or damages
the fishing gear or fishing vessel of an-
other.

(b) In accordance with the procedures
and restrictions of the FMP for the
Shrimp Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico,
the RA may modify or establish sepa-
ration zones for shrimp trawling and
the use of fixed gear to prevent gear
conflicts. Necessary prohibitions or re-
strictions will be published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER.

(¢) In accordance with the procedures
and restrictions of the FMP for Coastal
Migratory Pelagic Resources, when the
RA determines that a conflict exists in
the king mackerel fishery between
hook-and-line and gillnet fishermen in
the South Atlantic EEZ off the east
coast of Florida between 27°00.6" N. lat.
and 27°50.0" N. lat., the RA may pro-
hibit or restrict the use of hook-and-
line and/or gillnets in all or a portion
of that area. Necessary prohibitions or
restrictions will be published in the
FEDERAL REGISTER.

[61 FR 34934, July 3, 1996, as amended at 64
FR 59126, Nov. 2, 1999]
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Gulf groundfish trawl fishery means
fishing in the Gulf EEZ by a vessel that

Gulf groundfish trawl fishery.
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